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Certain Quzrics and Propoſitions preſented to 
all the Schooles in and about the City 
of LONDON, 


I. 


Rench and other Larguages harder then the Larine, and 
far mote different,are learned witha great deale of plea- 
ſure,and following other aftatzes,to ſpeak,write and un- 
derſtand perfettly ; And we are ten or twelve yeares at School 
in more torment then in Bridewell,and can neither ſpeak, write 
nor underſtand perfectly;and nor one of a hundce 1 in that time 
overs ſuch a {mattcring ofthe Latine,as to be fit for the Uniyerſi- 
ty:Nay, the Maſters themſelves,though they have taught ſchool 
and ftadied thitty or forty'years, yer they cannot ſpeak,or hardly 
write apiece of Latine prefently. This r:ghtiy conſidered, I de- 
fire ro know whether the School-Mafters will maintain rhis to: 
be a conſcientious way of Teaching,and a merhod that deſerves 
{uch great revenues as they have for (everai Maſters ina Scool- 
2. | 
The Grammar, the Rules of Latine,are more then the Latine 
Tongue ft {elf,then-the [anws, in which is comprehended all the 
Laune words, and diverhties of words, for one and the ſame 
thing. The [avu4 i2bwt fx fheets, and may bereadover in ren 
dayes,andrhe ſixth parc is onely neceſſary,and may be read over 
in tenhours : For what need any man know all the rearms of 
Sea-men,of Smiths, of Artillery, che Naines of Sea-monſters, 
Plats, Heards, Exotick. Theng Grammaris not onely three 
LUMmCcs 
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times bigger, but ks, times more difficult ; the defe&ts, 
abſurdicies, obſcuritie, getting without booke, and the tedious 
Expofitions of the Maſter, takes up ar leaſt ten yeares : Nowif 
the grounds require ten yeares, and the Language ir {e\ſe onely 
ren houres ; let any man judge if this be a method of any rea- 
ſon or common lence. 


3. 


There are bookes lately licenfed by authority, and gene- 
rally appro:ed by Schoole-maſters, which make the way of tea- 
ching far more tedious then ever it was. A book called the Ex- 
gliſh Accidence, amongſt many Errours hath this grofle one (hee 
would have a child ſay fo long in Engliſh, before hee learne La- 
tine, as t9 andetionl what part of ſpeech every latine word, 
what Sin:axis, what ordering it will have) now 1 ay this muſt 
require long time and underitanding ; for theſe are rearmes of 
Art and doe not eafily fall within the Circumference of a childs 
{hallow braine, you may confute this by one inſtance, ſuppoſe 
tivo Childrenone a witty child the other a kind of an Innocent, 
the Innocent ſhall ſpeake as ſoone and as much of rhe Language 
as the wilelt child,now the child that is fooliſh will never be ca- 
pabie ofthe grounds,nay nor one of a hundred of the wittieſt be- 
Tng very ycung, And ifthey be;they will be three or foure years 
betore they come co the lealt degree, and a child of foure yeares 
of age ſhall ſpeake more French, Latin, any Language hee hath 
been brought up inthen rhey, hence I conclude chis way a ted1- 
ous and Irkſome way toa greene, and weak, and not growne 
Capacity. You may{ee in that book,a congregation of about fiſty 
Pronounes, hee perſwades alſo to get without booke, his words 
are theſe, forgetting by beert let him to that work, on © ols name : 
Now I ſay, what Rhetorick, what Logick, what myRery 1s. 
there in this word, to perſwade a man to that which 1s contrary 
$0 common ſence. 
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carry render me , but Tam ure, under them a hundred for my 


one :- 1 have taught in Loxdox bur this three yeares and a little 
more; for this rwo years I have dealt thus with ail, If in a Month 
I ſee the Boy wiltnor give his mindto learning, rhen we part ; 
tf be doe; for ſo much money, I will fir him fogrhe Univerſity in 
a ſhort time : Bur they keep them,profic or pfofir nor, ten or 
twelve years,rill they be of that bulk as tO be preſt for Sonldiers. 
And here I (might jultly require thole they enticed from me,if 
rhey were no Schollers when they went, they continued two or 
rhree years at the Free-Schooles in the ſame ſtare of ignorance; , 
and thoſe who had any Learning were never a pn the better, 
by reaſon their Merhod is ſo ditterent from onrs.I cannot fiand 
ro reckon up the miſerie; that have come to this Common- 
Wealth by theſe School- Maſters : How many are there now 
a dayes that would do any thing to have bur fo much learning as 
to ſatisfie their own conſciences; bur the tedious way they have 
cone at Schools,anJ conceirs tharSchool-Maſters purs into gone 
head:,makes every thing incredible to them:then conſider how 
miſerably rhey foyle & cumber yourh to the ſpending of their 
ſpirics,hazard,danger, and ſomrumesloſle of ite. Boyes that arc 
bur of render years.as twelve or thirteen (if npnight and day to - 
make Theames and Verſes ) Schollers know that the word Poet 
comes of the Greek word, that fignifies,re wake, if a Boy have 
no reading nothing to make a thing on ; How canhe make it ? 
Iris as much as moſt Maſters of Are inthe Univerfity can doe 
tomake a Sermon-halt an hour:leng; As for School-Maſters, 
not one of a hundred 1s able, and a Theame is farre harder: 
ehey make chat rhey cannor do themſelves. Will any man bid a 
Boy make a Theam in French, before he half underitands it,and 
whip him forevery fault > Lera Boy have yeares, kill in the 
Language.a good treaſure andſtore of reading and if hecannot 
make a Theam better then many.School-Maſters now in Prince; 
he hath very ill luck. Bur ſome Maſters will ſay,they diate ; 
alas | itis but dry ſtuff, a Boy takes more delightin an Author. 
Then, by this cedious way the Female: Sex altogether deſpaires 
of Learning , alchough cheir opportunities be far more , they 
have no profeſſions,nor-ſo many companions, delights to draw 
themaway : I's. undertake in two Months allowingan ways 
_ day 
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day, to make any Maid of eleven years of age. eſpecially if ſhe 
| have a little French,as good a Scholler in the Hebrew, Greek, 
and Lative, as moſt Boyes in Evgland ofher Age. Then Boyes 
are deterr'd from Learning when they muſt be two {even years 
under the laſh. The boarding Schooles in the Countrey for the 
Gentry,are far more ridicuſous then theſe:they have all the con- 
veniences night and day for ſpeaking, writing, reading. and yct 
they are ten times worke then your Free-Schooles. By this tedi- 
ous way of Teaching, men of admirable parts are ſleighted, be- 
couſe they want a lictle Hebrew orGreek,which a plodding dull 
ill-bred Scholler may ger. Giye me a man that at the Rtorming 
of a Fown,or when che battle is inArray,makes ſuch a Speech 
that rhe Houldiers ſhall fight more couragiouſly, then if they had 
both the Indies for their pay. Confideralſo by this tedious way 
the abundance cf ſpungie ſlack Divines,that ſuck up ſence and 
not ſence,and vent it by reraile, Theſe menare glad co ſpel the 
Hebrew,and ftammerat theGreek, when their beards axe grown 
ſo big, you may cut the Kings Arms in them. Theſe men are not 
able to preach unleſle they tight of a parcel of Newes,or fall up- 
on Kings or Commitrees, or for varieties ſake fall upon the Bi- 
ſhops & Pope. Let me couclade all with Plats, He wondered 
how the South-ſayers could forbear laughing, when they ſaw 
one anorher, to think how they gulled the common people ; 
the like may I ſay of theſe School-Maſters. | 
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Ido not hold it fit that any School in London ſhould have any 
conſtant revenues, Let there be three or fovre Maſters teach m 
feveralbplaces,he that can fit them in the ſhorreſt time; let him 
have the moir money; let the ſecond, third, and fourth, andas 
many as there be, have according to their deſerts: For by three 
or fouxe ill Maſters.in a Schoole, many Generations may be 
ſpoiled,and conſtant meanes makes men idle. 


6. 
For theſe two years and upwards, my ſchollers have challenged: 
and contended with the beſi ſcheoles in London, and __ ou 
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ſchollers, and have been vitorious over them; and at this very 
preſent [et them take all the ſchools in London and England and 
I have one oftwelve yeares ofage ſhall contend with any of his 
age ir the Hebrue,Greek, and Latine, who conſters and under- 
fands the grounds beſt, Verle, or Proſe. They ſhall have gold ts 
flver layd on it alchough they have grear odd: againſt us.I teacl 
but foure hours of a dxy at moſt, and they teachten at leaft;be+ 
ſides, their mighty taskes at night. they teach with a great deale 
of butcherly ccuelty (2s Brinſley calls ic)I with no correction at 
all for the book; and although I reach thus ealily, tous pleaſantiy 
and ſtand for the liberty of the ſubject, yer theScnool-Maſters by 
cheir cunning malice, poſleſle their {chollers with an 111 conceit 
of me. Is there never a Gam li-l amongſt you ; If my way be 
g00d,all your ſubriities and devices are ir vain : If it be noughr, 
it will fall of it ſelf,or won1d have fallen ere this, and never have 
endureda four years vio'ent ſiege. Ar the laſt, rake bur notice of 
the impudence of theſe men, whoſoever profeſſe toreach a ſpee- 
dier way then they, he is prefently a Mountebank, alrhough he 
doe nothing bur what he hath authority,reaſon and experience 
for: was Eraſmus, Aſcham,Tutor to Q. Elizaberh, Brinſl:y, Web, 
were all theſe, and many more, and all that follow them 
Mountebanks : Was King [ames, Cueen Eiz:beth, K. Charler, 
and many Noblemen to whom their books were dedicated, were 
all theſe patrons of Mountebanks, Quacks.and Cheaters? let me 
re]l you that have a Whores fore-head and cannot be aſhamed, 
T'le prove it before Auhoritty, that I have ſent and fitted more 
for the Univerfity in one year, then a!l the Schooles in L9:dov, 
or thereabouts have done in ren. I und:-rrake to fir one for the 
Univerſity 1n two Moneths, I have done it in five Weekes upon 
one that could bur reade Engliſh ; Witneſſe many in Londoy of 
great repute, and Trinity Colledge in Cambridge,into which he 
15 Withgrear credit received. | 


This Laſh hath juſt ſix Knots, but thou muſt hnow, 
Ay Muſe incens'd threatens a greater blow : 
Unlefſe thou mend ; for ['e thre naked ferip 

And ſcowrge thee with a foxtrem-knotted Whip, 
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F this Abortive dye, I'm thur far croſt 

| The life and [iy ht of one half day is loft : 
But if thou liv'ſt, bereafter few ſhall tell 

FP hether the Stars in Heaven or Eanth excel. 

WW hen ſeveral tongues were ſpoke,then did appeare 
Ged in thoſe T ongues and Augels came to hear, 
The Sunand Zodiac, and twelve ſunes gave light 
Wiuh ut below,and darkneſſe put to flight, 
The Tongues belov'd of God,and His are Greek, 
Hebrew,and Latine, theſe,then muſt you ſeek, 

And Angels will come down to parley here, 

Hud likewiſe will invite you to thetr Sphear. 

Now if my Book fall under potent ſcorne, 

Let all men know 'twas dead as ſoon ag borne, 
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rules ; chcrefore my tazk at this preſent ſhall be the matng of - 
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GRANTHAM His SYNTAKXIS. 


JT” He abuſes of Grammar have been yery many,eſpecially in teaching a Noun 
and Ker principa}l Ares of. Tr Pecende I can more cafily reform + 
in halfa quarter ef an; hogrs diſcourſe,then in many hours writ =_ no A | 
ne n 
all this ſhall be done by the ſecond {ide of Grammar(which hath ftoed all chan. 
ges ofti ne,and hath no Article- againſt jr; )ſuppoſe in this example, cupidus aur 
coy.tous of money z 2 boy being asked why au7i is the genitive caſe > what need 
hc burden a boyes memory with that rule, 4djetives that ſignifie defire, know. 
ledge + when this rule will ſerye;The Genuive caſe is known by this token Of : 
after chis manner I run through all the cafes, knowing that every one who hath 
Or will reade the Engliſh Rules may eaſily underſtand me. The Neminative caſe 
cometh before the Verb,and anſwereth to this queſtion, who, o7 what, as Magi- 
fic; doces, the Maſter teacheth : and che Nominative caſe thall in making and 
conſtruing Latine be ſer. before the Verb ; Sum, forem, fio, cxiſto, and certain 
Verbs paflives : as Dicar,vocor, ſalutor, appelior , habeo!, exiſtimor, videor, and 
ocher like, will have ſuch caſc after them,as they have betore them + as,F ama ef 
malum, The Genitive caſe is known by this token Of, and anſwereth to this - 
queſtion, whoſe,or whereof, as, Doftriva Magiſtri,the learning of the Maſter, Pher 
bone indolis, Cupid ant albquis noſtrum,Cicers Qiatorum eloquentiſſimas, Exper 
omnniumbec veſts eft patres remmiſcor biſtorzee me crvitats tedet, TheDative caſe 
is known by this roken,to,o7 for asdo librium Magiftro, Labor eſt xtilis corpori, non 
omnibus dormio: The Acciiſativre cafe followeth he Verb, and the Adjective, and 
an(wereth to th's queſtion, whom or what ,as 4mo Mariftium, I love the Maſter, 
Txrviselta centum pedes aſus promptos ſacit.Ganudeco Gaudiuim,R ofepecuntian, 
Hyemem totam ſtert;s ,Pedens bunc ne d:ſccſterig,coromam . O portet aliquemeſie, The 
V ocative caſe the boy knowes by his often whipping, as 0 Magifter, oh Maſter, 
The Ablative caſe is commouly joyned with prx poſitions, ſerving to the abla» 
tive caſs,as de Magiftro,of the Maſter, coram Magiſtro before the Maſter : alſo, 
in.with,chrough, for trom, by, and then after the comp »rative degree, be figni 
”tthe ablarive caſe ; Copizs abundans.Dignus indiguus prediftus,captus,c Þ 
have this caſe, Ferit cum gladio, Emptusſum argents accepit literas a Petre,preſers 


bunc multis gradibas. Vivo in Angha,O pus eft mibituo judicio. T have leſt fomhing 


to the diſcrerion of rhe Maſter, imitating thac great Grammarian Cambden in the 


beginning of his Proſodia, ſuppofing the Mafter is able co thew his Declenſe. 
ons,Gerrands, Supines : To whom 1 wiſh a 1 ſuccefle. T 


 Tfanythiafttheſe Rules to be few, let him 4now the beſt Linguiſts had fewer, 
Aſcham faith, Queen Elizabeth learned ne more of Graramar but a Noun arid a 
Verb,and the Concords,and ſhe was as good a Scholler as a Queen,and as good 
a Queen as a Scholl-r, Methridates had rwo and twenty Languages very Ar 
y 


what Grammar went he by > wy Lord Mextaiga ſaith in his Eflayes,. he ( 

latine as perfeRly ar (ix years of age, as any,chcir Mocher Tongue, wichour an 

GRAMMAR at all ; for then he could nor conceive ic, Aclaft, Iee 

me admonih all you School. Mafters , In the Church of God are Qeep, in 

the Scholes Lambes, have a earc, and God bleflc your care ; To whom be 

glory for ever, Amen, Wh: ey NICE 
FINS. 


